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manner and pro\ision has had to be made for storing and
regulating the water flow in a large portion of the region
The valley itself is a dry area tapering from 25 inches of
rainfall in the north to 5 inches and less in the near desert to

FIG 163   GIANT REDWOODS CALIFORNIA
These trees were growing when the Pyramids were being built,
three thousand years ago    They are sequoias   but are usually
known as redwoods    They  and the eucalypts of south eastern
Australia, have produced the tallest trees in the world.
the south As a consequence irrigation means as much to
California as it does to Egypt One other advantage from
the presence of the plateau lies in the possibility of utilizing
the water power available in the ranges
The Sierra protects the Great Valley from the cold inland
winds of winter and the scorching winds of summer and the
valley is thus sheltered in a way that determines its chief
use as a fruit growing area, Rising from the valley floor
four zones of vegetation may be distinguished (i) the